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• The UK’s best city to live!
• The UK’s Greenest city!
• The UK’s Smartest city!
• High skill levels, strong inward investment and rapidly growing popuation
But also: 
• High housing costs
• Significant income inequality
• Diverse population – 187 countries of birth



Long journey to make Bristol the UK’s greenest city 

2003 Community Strategy:
“Bristol; a green capital in Europe – creating sustainable communities 
and improving the quality of life.”

2007 Bristol Green Capital Partnership founded

2008 European Green Capital Award created





• Many years of pioneering environmental efforts
• Strong performance across 12 categories
• Strong community action 
• Effective partnerships bringing it together
• Ambitious financial investment in the future
• Exciting plans for 2015 
• Sense of fun!

Our strengths



Our vision



Simple themes



Eye catching public events



Call to action: Do15… I’m in, are you?



Education programme



Community Arts Projects



Funding Community Projects
• 2.1m SEK of funding for 

community led projects
• 11k‐55k SEK  grants
• 204 Projects
• Over 250 organisations involved
• Every neighbourhood of the city
• All five themes



Our Resource journey

• Recycling started as a community initiative nearly 30 years ago
• Became part of municipal services with private contractors
• Sustained programme of communication to promote reuse and recycling
• Comprehensive recycling system – 18 separate waste streams collected
• Good performance for a major English city
• Significant changes in 2006 improved performance but plateaued
• Mayor is now leading citizen engagement
• Municipal Waste Company created
• Community led reuse network created
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Sustainable Travel – some challenges

• Transport is Bristol’s most commonly cited problem
• Rail network is limited
• Bus system is privatised and operated by several commercial providers
• Road space is limited and congestion delays buses
• Bristol is hilly
• Bristol’s air pollution breaches EU Limit values for NO2
• But good progress is being made…



Developing Community led Good Transport Plan







Becoming a Cycling City
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Sustainable Food System

• Food is not a responsibility of the municipality
• Our food system is national and global
• Lots of community groups interested in food issues
• We began with research – “Who Feeds Bristol”
• Then we created a plan – The Good Food Plan
• In 2015 invested in lots of community led food projects





Developing Community led Good Food Plan





• Collaboration – bringing people and organisations together
• Positivity – promoting ambitious change and sharing best practice
• Innovation – encouraging and celebrating innovative solutions
• Inclusivity – engaging across and within communities
• Impact – making a real difference

The next decade…



Find out more
www.bristol2015.co.uk/method 
www.bristolgreencapital.org
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City Innovation and Sustainability Service Manager
alex.minshull@bristol.gov.uk


